The First Ten Years of the Foreign Office
secretary, really as unofficial colleague, co-operating with Chauvelin. In his native land Talleyrand was equally disliked by the royalists and the republicans. Public opinion, however, agreed with Dumouriez, during his short tenure of the Foreign Office, that Talleyrand was the one Frenchman pre-eminently qualified for doing business with England. In London the unpopularity of his Girondin employers often seemed to be reflected upon Talleyrand himself. Gradually, however, he lived down much of these prejudices. The narrative of Dumont conclusively proves him honestly and steadily, in the teeth not only of abuse but of actual insults, to have pursued his object of keeping France and England at peace. The truth of Dumont's vindication was to some extent anticipated by impartial English judges during Talleyrand's lifetime. It is one of the ironies of history that a measure, carried by Pitt to promote friendly relations between the two countries, indirectly should have furnished a pretext for the convention's declaration of war against England (ist February 1793). Pitt's commercial treaty of 1786 in the interests of international trade and friendly intercourse had secured to all French subjects unfettered liberty of entrance to England. The Alien Act of .seven years later, it was complained, cancelled the earlier treaty privileges, or hampered them by conditions depriving them of all value. By their legislation in 1793, Pitt and Grenville obliged all foreigners on landing in this country to declare the purpose of their visit, to register their names, and to obtain English passports on their departure if they wished to return. At the same time was forbidden the exportation from England to French ports of all
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